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Use consistent scale
to fake distance
That’s how you trick the
eye into reading depth.

This works for:
• People
• Objects
• Text
• Graphics
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Larger = closer

so...
Who is closer
to you?
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Who is
Farthest
from you?

Smaller = farther
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The heart balloon
covers part of the
letters.
The robot overlaps
the bottom text
Some elements are
behind the letters
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and
Layering Layering sandwichsandwich==

(sent to back)

(Bring forward)

(bring to front)

Elements that
overlap feel
like they exist
in real space.
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Shadows add weight and realism

Without them, everything floats
In this design:

 Robots have drop shadows
 Corners and edges have soft

shading
 The balloon string adds subtle

depth
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what about
the ones in the
middle?

Shadows give a sense of
weight. 

Here we see that he is
clearly standing close to
us but far enough to see

his full body + shadow.
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Subtle corner
shadows for mood

and realism
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